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The Vedas and their Teachings’ 


; This small book has been written in an 
easily understandable language and style in the 
form of questions and answers for the benefit 
of those English educated people who are either 
too busy or not inclined to read big books 
on the Vedas and their teachings like the 
authors’ 42} #1 qari zaet and others. This will 
give them some general ideas about the Vedas 
and their sublime teachings and will dispel 
misconceptions mostly propagated by the west- 
ern scholars and their followers like polythe- 
ism, polygamy, animal sacrifices, meat-eating 
and drinking Wine-etc. faza az aferą or World 
Vedic Council has been founded to propagate 
the Vedic teachings in their true perspective 
and to dispel misconceptions about them. With 
2 this object in view, suitable books will be pub- 
lished from time to time of which the first is 


Acharya Virendra ji Shastri M A. Secretary of 


the second in that-series. 


Dharmananda Sarasvati Vidya Martanda. 
r President : Vishva Veda Parishat 
14-12-76. Anand Kutir, Jwalapur- 
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the Hindi Book named 4e} #1 sera published by 


i the Vishva Veda Parishad at Lucknow. This is — 
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The Vas Their -Feachitigs -i 
QUESION= ici gai 4 0029: 


What is meant by the word VEDA ? How many 
VEDAS are there and what are their main themes ? 


ANSWER 


The meaning of the word “VEDA” is knowledge. 
It is derived from the root faz to know. By VEDA we 
mean the knowledge given by the Omnipresent and 
Omniscient Lord of the universe at the commencement 
of the human creation for the harmonious development 
and growth of mankind. As 
knowledge to their child Aon PA 
who is our Divine pgi 
Eternal Truths thro the 
of all people. Godk is*yithing eee ®f Without fell 
and things. The %9 peat hearts were ahd x 
and God inspired We itp 
are four in number nN di ound cr 
Veda and Atharva Veda. 


aef; 
ti 
Nn 


The main theme of the Rigyeda is knowledge of 
all objects material and spiritual. The main theme of 
the Yajurveda is action. It deals mainly with Yajoas 
i.e. goed actions done with the object of doing good to 
others. The main theme of the Sama Veda is devotion 
and contemplation that leads to peace and bliss. In 
the Atharva Veda, there is the Combination and 
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synthesis of these three i.e. knowledge, action and 
devotion. The meaning of the word ‘Atharva is a non- 
violent Yogi of steady mind. The Atharva Veda is also 
known by the name of Brahma Veda as it deals with 
the science of God and Yoga. In it there are many 
hymns dealing with medical science, So it is the original 
source of the Ayurveda or the science of life. 


QUESTION—2 

When were the Vedas composed and by whom ? 
Who were Rishis of the Mantras if not their authors 
as generally believed by many western scholars ? 


ANSWER 

As pointed out before when answering the first 
question regarding the VEDAS, the Vedas were revea- 
led by God in the commencement of human creation 
for the guidance of mankind through four: Rishis (seers) 
named Agni, Vayu, Aditya and Angira. These four 
Rishis imparted that Divine Knowledge to others. The 
Rishis of the Mantras or hymns are not their authors, 
but the seers who'saw. or grasped the secret of the Vedas 
through tapas ( penance and thought ), 77a araxcerx: | 


The Rishis are seers of the secret of the Mantras 
and hymns. As the Vedas are eternal and of Divine 
origin, it is wrong to take the Rishis as those who com- 
posed the mantras. They were seers and not composers 
or authors of the mantras. This is a point always to 
be borne in mind. } : i 
QUESTION—3 

Is it ‘rational or ‘reasonable to believe that: the 
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Vedas were revealed by Omniscient God at the com- 
mencement of the human creation, if so, what is the 
nature of Revelation ? 


ANSWER 

It is quite reasonable to believe that the Omni- 
scient and Omnipotent God who is our Divine Father, 
revealed perfect and infallible knowledge for the guid- 
ance and welfare of mankind. 


As it is the duty of parents to impart knowledge 
to their children and they fail in their duty, if they 
do not do so, in the same manner, God who is the 
ocean of mercy, gave true knowledge of all objects, 
actions and devotion through the Vedas at the com- 
mencement of human creation. Had he not done so, 
men could not attain true knowledge only through 
their own efforts and’they would have wandered in the 
dark. A great scientist of England-Dr. Fleming. M.A., 
D. Sc., F. R. S. rightly remarked in the course of his 
address on Supreme Intelligence in and aboye nature” 
at Browning Hall London during the science week 
celebrated from 23rd to 29th Nov. 1914, that : 


“If we are to obtain more solid assurance, it 
can not come to the mind of man groping feebly in the 
dim light of un-assisted season, but only by a commu- 
nication made directly from:this Supreme Mind to 
the finite mind of man.” 


(Science and Religion by Seven men of science’? 


Lecture by Dr. Fleming M. A., D. Sc., F. R. S.-P. 53 ). 
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Not only great scientists like Fleming M.A., D. 
Sc., F. R. S. but all prominent philosophers including 
the authors of the system of Indian philosophy and the 
Greek Philosophy like Plato have admitted the nece- 
ssity of revelation. How the authors of the Darshanas 
have unanimously sung the g'ory of Vedas as Revealed 
Scriptures will be pointed out later on. Here let us 
see what the Greek Philosopher — Plato regarded as 
father of the Western philosophy, stated about the sub- 
ject in hand. 


“We will wait for one, be he a God or an inspi- 
red man to instruct in religious duties and to take 
away the darkness from our eyes.” 


-—Plato’s Alcitriadvs. 


“We must seize upon the best human views in 
navigating the dangerous sea of life, if there is no safer 
or less perilous way, no stouter vessel or Divine 
Revelation for making this voyage.” 


Plato’s Phaed. 


In Diologues of Plato—translated into English 


by Jewett we find these remarkable words in this con- 
nnection A 


“A man should p2rsevere until he has achieved 
one of the two things, either he should discover, or be 
taught the truth about them, or if this is impossible 
I would have him take the best and the most irrefragable 
of human theories and let this be raft upon which he 
sails through life-not without risk, as I admit, if he 
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cannot find some word of God which will more 
surely and safely carry him.” 


—Dialozues of Plato-translated by Jewett. 


Another eminent Greek Philosopher ~ Socretes 
also gave expression to the same idea saying : 


“You may resign yourself in sleep and give your- 
self upto despair unless God in His Goodness, shall 
vouchsafe to send you instruction.” 


Quoted here from the ‘Brahma Samaj and 
Ecclectic Systems” Madras. 


As it is absolutely necessary to frame Rules and 
Regulations before starting an association or society, So 
it is quite reasonable to believe that the Almighty 
God mad: Rules and Regulations and manifested them 
for the welfare and guidance of humanity before creat- 
ing this vast Association in the form of the universe. 
No Government can be conducted and no evil-doers can 
be punished for committing theft, adultery and cheating 
etc. unless there are laws made for the purpose before 
the government is able to function properly. 


So the Omniscient and Omnipotent God made 
and menifested the eternal, physical and moral laws and 
revealed them through the Vedas at the commencement 
of the human creation. There is nothing irrational 
or superstitious in this belief. 


- QUESTION—4 


Except from the stand point of the Evolution 
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Theory, is there any need to study the Vedas in this 
age of advanced science; if so, what is it ? 


ANSWER 

Prof. Maxmuller and some other Orientalists of 
the west have also admitted the study of the Vedas to 
be almost indispensable for sch.lars, but that is‘ mainly 
from the stand point of the Evolution Theory. Prof. 
Maxmuller has stated in this connection— 


“The Vedic literature opens to us a chamber in 
the education of the human race to which we can find 
no parallel anywhere else. Who ever cares for the 
historical growth of our language and thought, who 
ever cares for the first intelligible development of reli- 
gion and mythology, who ever cares for the first founda- 
tion of science Astronomy metronomy, grammar and 
Etymology, who ever cares for the lirst intimation of 
the first philosophical thoughts, for the first attempt at 
regulating family life, village life as founded on reli- 
gious ceremonials, tradition and contact, must in future 
pay full attention to the study of the Vedic Litera- 
ture.” 


—Jndia, what it can teach us. 


In his ‘History of the Ancient Sanskrit Litera- 
ture’ Prof. Maxmuller wrote— 


“In the history of the world, Veda fills, up a 


gap which no literature in any language could do. It 
carries us back to the time of-which we haye.no record 
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anywhere and gives us the very words of the growth of 
the man, of whom we would otherwise form a vague 
estimate by means of conjectures of inferences. As 
long as man continues to take interest in the history of 
his race and so long as’ we collect in libraries and 
museums the relies of former ages, the first place in 
that long row of books which contains the records of 
Aryan Branch of mankind will be long for ever to the 
Vedas.”” 


So it is from the point of evolution and history 
that Prof. Maxmuller and ‘many: western scholars advo- 
cate the study of Vedas which. stand point is entirely 
deroneous, being based on prejudice, pre-conceived 
notions and Christian bias. They ofcourse regard the 
Vedas as the oldest books ‘in the library of mankind, 
but also childish and silly containing-the most primitive 

and therefore barbarous teachings. 


As a matter of fact, the important study of the 
Vedas cuts at the very root of the evolution theory as 
they advocate the the worship of one’ God, Universal 
love and ‘friendship. Exalted position of women, mono- 
gamy, democracy of the purest kind and election of 
King'by ‘the ‘people ‘etc. which principally are regarded 
on all hands as the tests of the most advanced civiliza- 
tion. Therefore the study of the Vedas is essential, nay 
indispensable for every one who desires to acquire per- 
fect knowlédge about God, about soul, ‘about their 
relation, about Matter and his individual, domestic, 
social, national and international duties. It is indispen- 
sible for attaining peace and bliss and for the establish- 
‘Meiit of'world peace’ based ‘on spiritual foundations. 
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What is required to day is a synthesis of materialistic 
advancement of science and spirituality, knowledge, 
action and devotion, faith and reason, individualism 
and socialism, enjoyment and renunciation, science and 
religion. It is the study of the Vedas that can lead to 
such synthesis as the teachings of the Vedas are most 
rational, scientific and universal. It is the study of the 
Vedas that can lead to universal love and friendship as 
their sublime teaching is ‘aeng AAT gair yatta 
ama fha waar TAAR I ( Fo Re. %5 yy 


May I look upon all beings on earth as my 
friends. May we all look upon one another with the 
eyes of friends. 


As regards the nature of Revelation, it must be 
borne in mind that on account of His Omnipresence 
and Omnipotence,God does not stand in need of paper, | 
pen or ink, nor does He stand in need of uttering words 
‘with physical mouth like human beings. It was enough | 
il for Him to inwardly prompt the pure and receptive l 
hearts of the sages in order to instil in them perfect 
knowledge. In the Vedas, we find our individual, dome- | 
stic, social, national and international duties | 
mentioned quite clearly for our perfect guidance. 


QUESTION—5 


Do the Vedas teach polytheism, Henotheism, 
Monism or Monotheism ? 


| 
ANSWERE À Tuatai | 
| 


Before answering the question; let me explain 
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what is meant by Polytheism, Henotheism, .Monism 
and Monotheism. By Polytheism is meant according to 
the Oxford Dictionary English Language : 


“belief in the plurality of Gods,each with a sphere 
of his own in the government of the world. 


—Greek Poly — means many, Theos—God. 


In simple words, it means worship of many Gods 
or gods. 


By Monism is meant according to. the same 
Dictionary : 


‘development of the all or universe from a 
monad or single element.’ 


( Gr. monos-single ) 


It corresponds to what is generally called as 
the principle that Brahma ( God ) alone exists 
and nothing else. 


Henotheism - This is a word coined by Prof. 
Maxmuller which has been defined as follows by Prof. 
Clayton in his ‘Rigveda and Vedic Religion’— 


‘In his writings Maxmuller constantly referred 
to this and coined the word ‘henotheism or katheno- 
theism to what he regarded as a peculiar character 
of the ancient Vedic religion. It denotes that each of 
several divinities is regarded as highest, the one that 
was worshipped and’ that therefore treated. as if he 
Were absolute being: independent and supreme alone 
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present to the mind of the worshipper.’ 
— Clayton in ‘Rigveda and Vedic Religion. 
By Monotheism is meant according to the Ox- 
ford English Dictionary : 
‘Belief Jn the existence of only one God. 


The Vedas teach monotheism or the worship of 
one God in the purest form. They teach that God is 
Omnipresent, Omniscient and Omnipotent Lord of the 
universe. He is atsolutely formless, perfect. truest and 
merciful. 


According to Vedas. such an omnipresent, 
omniscient and omnipotent God is one and He alone is 


to be worshipped by all with pure heart and noble 
deeds. The Vedas declare : 


a Um eq aaefa Herat faasfa: | 
qfasia TUE: 11 Fo &. ¥Y. 23 


O man, praise God wko is one and one only and 
who is omniscient and omnipotent Lord of all beings. 


wa Ua aa faedism: 11 AA 3. 22 ; 


One God alone should be worshipped by all 
people. He is Adorable ow qa mre: giiat-—Atharva 2.2.2 


One God alone who is the Giver of true happi- 
ness and bliss is worthy of being worshipped by all. 
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It is to be understood clearly that in the Vedas 
Agni, Mitra, Varuna, Brahma, Vishnu, Shiva and other 
words of that type have been principally used for God. 


For instance, we are expressly told in the Rig- 
veda 1. 164. 46. 
ga faa aafiaga for: a gout wea | 
we fest agar aerate ad aafaa: N 
Fo 8. REY. YE 


i. e that Supreme Spirit is the Protector of 
all and He pervades and gives light to all bright ob- 
jects. He is called Indra the Glorious Lord, Mitra or 
Friend, Varuna or the Greatest and the Best. Though 
one. He is called by the wise, by many names such as 
Agni ( the Abdable Leader ) Yama-Ruler or Controller 
araftzat or the mighty and all—prevading. 


In other part of the Rigveda we find :— 


Bru fam: saat safes at ager Fe | 
“FEAT LO. WLW. | 
The learned and the wise describe the one exist- 


ing God in many forms of expression. In the Rigveda 
10. 82. 3 the idea of one God is put in words like — 


at a: faar afa at faar qafa ae yaarfa farar | 
a ma Uh Ca a ANAN YATT AETAT 1 
FEO 20. 52. 3 

Our Father who is the All-Creating God and 
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who is the Dispenser of justice knowth all the worlds 
and all things existing. He is the only one Supreme 
Being, the .name-giver of all the devas or shining 
objects. Him alone all other beings attain for He 
is the only Solution of all our interrogation. 


The omnipresence and omnipotence of God has 
been described poetically in the Vedas in beautiful 
words like— 


fraa faadtgat feral arged fraa | 
a agm qafi agaang Tay Sa TH: | 

%O 20. 5%. 3 

He whose eyes ar> everywhere, whose mouth 

is in all sides, whose arms are all around. and whose 

feet are in all directions is the only one Divine Being 

who has created the heaven and the earth and by 


means of His all-spreading Arms He infuses life into 
all beings. 


In Rig. 10. 21. 10 we read : 


gaat a aara fazer aA aaraa | 
UTA FATA HET AA A aA TAT I 


FEO 20. 22%. 80 


O Lord of all creatures, no other than Thou can 
control and govern all these created things. May the 
things desiring which we pray to Thee be ours. May we 
be lords of all good wealth - material as well as 
spiritual. ; 
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How unambiguously the idea of Oneness of God 
is mentioned in this Mantra ‘and we are surprised to 
find that the hymn ( 10. 121) in which this Mantra is 
found: is regarded as ‘modern’ by many western 
scholars. 


Prof. Maxmuller has remarked’ in the ‘Vedic 
Hymns’ Vol. I— 


“(This is one of the hymns which has: always 
been suspected as ‘modern’ by European interpreters. D8 


Regarding this mantra saè eaearft—Prof, Max- 
muller remarks :— ; 


‘This last hymn: is to my mind the most sus- 
picious of all. 

—Vedic Hymns Vol. I by Prof. Maxmuller. 3-4 

These remarks show how prejudiced have many 
Western Scholars been against Vedic monotheism as it 


cuts at the very root of their favourite Evolution 
Theory. } m ; . 


In the Atharva Veda we find the idea of the 
oneness of God in such unmistakable and clear terms 
as—.. 


q fadat + giaa areas L 
o0 GSAT a T: a NGAA i, 
POS a WERA TIR IEA | 


T W gE Ge gm QT ll 
maio 22. ¥. 20 


CC-0. Gurukul Kangri Collection, Haridwar 


rrr 


Digitized by Arya Samaj Foundation Chennai and eGangotri 
fala) 


aq afeaq ar vagal wala i 
gaio 2%. ¥. VW 

He is called neither the second, nor the third nor 
yet fourth. He is called neither the fifth, nor the sixth 
nor yet the seventh. He is neither the eighth nor the 
ninth or tenth. He takes care of all that breathes and 
of all that does not breathe. He has got all this ccn- 
quering power. He is the one, alone and only one. 
All these luminuous forces of nature. become one in 
Him, as He is their controller. 


How emphatically the Unity of God is expressed 
in such passages and how absurd and false is the view 
advocated by some prejudiced Western Scholars that 
the Vedas teach polytheism. 


The Vedas do not also advocate monism but the 
eternity of Gad, soul and Matter. In mantras like :— 


at gaui aga Tara qa Fat RATTA | 
cae: frat eaaa aaa N 
RO %. ?3Y¥. RO 
qa fasta a g aaa gA AYA tl 
FLO lO. 5R. Y 
TA eI A AAT frat Gay AAT | 
frat wt safety gega oats stat eafazaitate tt 
ATO V-}R-3G, HAO WE, HATO YO-VE-R 
al wat Ex fers EAR HG AX It 
ayo ¥O-84 
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Aaga GST agrami aE: ATT | 
aa fafecarfanegafa ater: ear faasa tt 
IJO 38-86 
The difference between God,soul & Matter has been 
clearly pointed out. . In the first of these mantras, it is 
said allegorically that two birds sit on a tree but one of 
them (soul) enjoys the fruits of actions, while the other 
(God) looks on as Lord and gives good or bad fruits. 


In the second it is stated : 


‘ʻO men, You do not know Him (God) who has 
created all these things of the world, who is within you, 
but different from you.’ 

In the third there is the prayer : 

ʻO God, enlighten us as a father enlightens his 
children. Teach and guide us in this world, so that we 
souls may enjoy light. of wisdom.’ 

In the fourth, the injunction is : 

‘O active soul,remember God,remember Him for the 
attainment of strength and think of your deeds.’ 

In the fifth, a wise man déclares : 

I (soul) know this Supreme All-prevading Resplen- 
dent God. It is only by knowing Him that we can 
cross Over the ocean of death. There is no other way 
for the attainment of emancipation.’ 

These and hundreds of other mantras prove beyond 
the shadow of doubt that the Vedas do not advocate 
monism, but monotheism in its purest form. 

Not only we the followers of the Vedic Dharma, 
but even other impartial thinkers belonging to different 
faiths have admitted that the Vedas teach pure mono- 
theism. 
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: For instance, W. D: Brown-an English man has 
stated in the ‘Superiority of the Vedic Religon.’ 

‘It (Vedic Religon) r-cognises but one God.’ 

Count Biornsticnna of Russia has stated in 
‘Theogony of the Hindus’ after quoting some mantras 
from the Vedas : 

‘These sublime ideas can not fail to convince us 
that the Vedas recognise only one God who is Almighty, 
Infinite, Enternal. Self-existent, the Light and Lord of 
the universe.’ 

Theogony of Hindus, p. 83 

Shri Dadachanji B- A., LL. B., D. Th. a renowned 
Parasi Scholar in his well-known book named ‘Philoso- 
phy of Zoroatrianism and comparative study of reli- 
gions’ has clearly and most un-ambiguously stated 
that ‘The Vedas teach potins but monotheism of the 
purest kind.’ 

Sir Yamin Khan Kt. C.I.E. has rightly stated in his 
book entitled Gott soul and universe in Science and 
Islam.’ 

“Originally the conception of God among the 
Hindus was right when they believed Him to be unit 
and omnipresent, but they strayed: away from their 
original conception.’ 

‘Swami Dayananda E man of great learn- 


ing started preaching the Old Religion’ of the veda: 
which conceived unity of God.’ i 


—God, Soul and’ Universe by Sir Yamin Khan, 
3 p- 35 
QUESTION—6 


If there is pure monotheism i in ‘the Vedas cient is 
the morning of 33 Devas mentioned so often in .the 
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Vedas: ? Does it not mean that thesc 33'Devas are to 
be worshipped ? 


ANSWERE 

The word łą (Deva) is derived from the root feq which 
has got ten meanings. 

Ramer fafi agafen aaaf- 
afag-aferita gT | 


It means Deva is used in the sense of sporting, 
desire to conquer, Pursuit, brilliancy, praise, exhilara- 
tion, sleep, knowledge, motion and acquisition. As such, 
it is an epithet applied to the sun, the moon, an other 
forces of nature like fire, wind etc. Yaskacharya — the 
celebrated author of the Vedic Philology (Nirukta) in 
terprets the word 2q as : 


eat arargar SRT ar Qana aT aeaa ar | 
FER v-t 


That which confers some benefit upon us, can illu- 
minate things i. e. explain or throw light upon them 
and that which is the source of light is:3q (Deva). It is 
therefore, entirely wrong to translate the word aa 
everywhere as God. It may be used for all brilliant 
objects as well as learned men of truthful! nature. 


wel dfgar à. èat: 1 —tata rau -s 
fagia a Sar: 11 — aTa arent 3-0-3984 


By 33 devas mentioned in-the.Vedas are meant not 
33 Gods as Griffith in his translation of the Vedas has 
always written Gods with G in capital letters as 
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misinterpreted by some Western Scholars, but the 


objects mentioned in the Shatapath Brahman and other 
Brahmanas which are commentaries on the Vedas. 


Hae à aafaa eft aeaa: 1 Career T 
grean: q aa saa aa aa- 
afafa | 

aan aaa afal afara qgfd a agaa- 
feat afana a aana aa AA aaa: | 
way ae ad agm A Me at staged aq 


-aR ag aa Na aaa afar | 


wae ear eft 1 AN Get TUT mAT 
aaea agaaa AA Vega aq aq A- 
afa aeg RAT afer | 

an mfa ef) gaang: daar Va 
afa: | Ua ae adaa afta afaa gina 
afa aeaa sfa | 

IH ga: aaa: Taras 1 caang 
aa: IARA 1 aaa cat fa eft a aafe- 
aaa -0A AAT : T- R 

The meaning of the above is ; 


There are 33 devas which manifest the glory of 
God. 8 Vasus, 11 Rudras, 12 Adityas, Indra and 
Prajapati. 

The eight Vasus are: 


¥. Agni or fire, 2. Earth, 3. Air, 4. Atmosphere, 
5. Super tenestrial space, 6. Sun, 7. Moon, and 8. Stars. 
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These are called Vasus (Abodes) for the whole 
group of existence resides in them. 


The eleven Rudras are ten Prana ( vital forces ) 
enlivening the human frame and the eleventh is the 
Atma or the human soul. 


The 12 Adityas are 12 solar months, making 
the course of time. They are called Aditya, by their 
cyclie motion, they produce changes in all objects and 
hence lapse of the term of existence of each object. 
Indra is all-pervading electricity. Prajapati is Yajna. 
God is the one Deva who is Adorable. Acccording to 
the Vedas, God is the Supreme Lord of all the devas. 
They tell us plainly : 


at kara anaing: aed Barr efor fade | 
ay safa eg up mia aed tare efor fae 1 
FE. Yo-R 
God is the one Life and Lord ofall devas and 
therefore we worship Him who is Giver of ail Happi- 
ness, Peace and Bliss with devotion. 
QUESTION—7 


What is the significance of the devas like Agni, 
Indra, Mitra, Varuna etc. from the Spiritual, socialiand 
cosmic point of view ? 


ANSWER. 


Agni, Mitra, Varuna, Indra and other word have 
got many meanings from the spiritual, social and 
cosmic standpoints. 
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For instance, the word Agni stands primarily for 
God as pointed out before on the basis of the mantras 
like. 


va ag fast agar arafa aa mafa: 11 
FE. RY- 


Where it is clearly stated that though God is 
one, He is called by wise men by various names such 
as Agni, Yama, Matarishva, Indra, Mitra, Varuna ctc 
So from the spiritual point of view the word Agni 
stands for God as the Supreme Leader. 


afa: aeareuuraata | fT | 


‘From the social point: of view, the word Agni 
denotes a good enlightened leader. 


afta: saad — vat aaeaatsat: ATA 
: wad sities | 
Here the first meaning of knowledge or enlighten- 
: ment is taken. 
The word Indra primarily stands for God as it 
is derived from gfs åra — i. e. the Lord of the world. 


From the social point of view, the word stands 
for the King and Commander in chief of the army- 
dat Gat Sa:Varafe: 1 aha 


From the cosmic point of view, it stands for 
electicity. The word faa ( Mitra ) stands primarily for 
God as the True Friend of all, From the social ‘point 
of view, it means a man who is friendly to-all. From 
the cosmic point of view, it means the sun and the 
Prana (vital energy), ; E 


i 


j 
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Varuna means primarily as God the Best and 
the most acceptable. From the social point of view, 


it stands for a high Learned “peste. who is to be 
pE ho disp darkness Wf ignorance. 
fspoint 2of- View, ERE wer tands for 


bot. y ETAT ) x i 
A F, 


Spo 

ln the sa a a KA Poras which 

are wrongly supyise ‘ the -panies of different 
Gods denote primari yess ng secondarily wise 


leaders or forces of nature. While explaining them 
Properly, context must be taken into consideration 
besides the adjectives and epithets used with them. 


4 Q 4 
QUESTION—7 100293 


What is the meaning of the word Yajna used in 
the Vedas so frequently ? Do the Vedas sanction 
animal sacrifices as believed by many eastern and 
western scholars, ‘if not, what is the real meaning of 
Gomedha, Narmedha, Ashvamedha etc. 


ANSWER 


The word Yajna in derived from the root aw 
which has three meanings cage, amis, aa Worship 
of God and enlightened Persons, association with a 
righteous person and charity. So in the Vedic litera- 
ture, the word Yajna is used in a very comprehensive 
sense including all good acts done for the welfare of all. 


The Vedas do not at all sanction animal sacri- 


‘fices. The synomymous term for the Yajna in the 


Vedic lexicon called Nighantu is asaz ( Adhvara ) 


at a eee 


Co aR eta ea ea via 
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which has been explained by Maharshi Yaskacharya— 
an ancient Vedic etymologist as : 


wear ofa asa cacfa feat aut aesfate: 1 
fasado 2. 9 


Adhvara means where there is no violence of 
any kind or the act which is perfectly non-violent. 
This word Adhvara has been used in all the four Vedas 
hundreds of times clearly proving that the Vedas do 
not sanction animal sacrifices. On the other hand 
they tel] us quite unambiguously that— 


mà a aaaea favaa: afa | 


a q Ag meafe 1 
Fo 2. g. ¥ 
’ 

That only non-violent noble sacrifices are accept- 
able to God and His devotees. i 
i aaa aaea fafaa 1 


Ro 2. 2.5 
Meaning that it is only in the non-violent sacri- 

fices that God shines. 
In the Yajurveda which mainly deals with the 


Yajnas, we are asked to look upon all beings on earth 
as our friends. 


fam a aai safa ate? aea 
aq aitaa 11 : 
AGO 34-5 
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. In the fourteenth chapter of the Yajurveda we 
read. 
fna agaa, fz 1 
IJO Wv¥-5 


i. e. protect al] bipeds and quadrupeds. 
mi aT faea farsia 1 


Never kill a cow but treat her as mother. In the 
Same Veda it is clearly stated : 


a fa ar edtafa a aqqan a | 
maaa arafa ji 
aA. 20G 


i. e. We act according to the injuctions contained 
in the Vedic hymns. We neyer kill animals. 


The real nature of such wicked persons who 
introduced this diabolical practice of animal sacrifices 
is stated in the Maha Bharat Shanti Parva as : 


mena fercmatafaneaiteraae: | 
dama regaad fgar ngafa n 


i. e. It is only such absolutely foolish people who 
do not know the real import and tradition ofthe an- 
cient Dharma who are atheists arfeae: and who are 
sceptics awarafa: that have mentioned slaughter of ani- 
mals. 
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It is thus clear that the’ Vedas do not at all 
sanction the slaughter of the cows or other animals 
either in Yajnas or for the purpose of eating. The 
Vedic Yajnas in which many nourishing and disease- 
removing ingredients are put, promote health by puri- 
fying the atmosphere. Even fatal diseases like T. B. 
have been successfully cured through the Yajnas by Dr 
Phundan Lal M. D. (of Bareilly) and other physicians. 


The word Medha (##) used sometimes for Yajna 
is derived from 4m — wat amagat: and therefore means 
to increase intellect and unity. In words like Trav <4 4 
it means not to kill men, but to create unity among 
men. In words like ùa the word ™ù is used for earth 
and therefore it means to till and purify the ground. 


Jt is exactly in this sense that the word 7h 
(Gomez) has been used in the Zend Avesta of the 
Parsis. The cows are called asat in the Vedas hun- 
dreds of times which means those which are never to 
be killed. mała means the proper administration of 
ue State to promote or consolidate the Power of the 
tate. 


Use at meaty: (IA 23-2-<-3) ala at 
WIT do 2-2-¥-R 
QUESTION—10 


What are the distinguishing features of the Vedic 
teachings? Why do you hold the Vedas to be the 
Revealed Scriptures ? Why has the glory of the Vedas 
been sung by all seers and sages of India ? 
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ANSWER 


The distinguishing features of the teachings of 
Vedas are: 


l. There is beautiful synthesis in the teachings of 
the Vedas between knowledge, action and devotion. No 
where else do we find such synthesis. 


According to the Vedas, the combination of all 
the three leads to emancipation; mere knowledge, mere 
action (however good it may be) and mere devotion is 
not enough to lead to liberation. 


2 The synthesis between Shradha (faith based up- 
on truth) and Medha (pure reason) that we find in the 
Vedas is not to be found in any scripture. The Vedas 
lay stress on the cultivation and proper combination of 
faith and reason. The prayer taught by the Vedas in 
the Mantras like : 


mÑ afaearerd qed AMAT | 
a À sei a Ài a ada: sae II 
WAG. 28-Gy-2 


is that the omnipresent and omniscient God may endow 
us with pure faith and pure reason. The teachings and 
principles of the Vedic Dharma are rational. They do 
nct conflict with pure reason like the dogmas of many 
religions which lay all emphasis on mere faith in religi- 
ous matters. 


3. In the Vedas we find all our individual, domestic 
social, national and internal and international duties 
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clearly mentioned. No where else 1s such a com- 
prehensive view of human duties given. 


4. The Vedas lay stress on the equal development of 
all physical, mental and spiritual faculties. This ideal 
of harmonious development is not tobe found so 
clearly in any other religious book. 


3). The Vedas point out synthesis through the 
Varnashrama system between individualism and social- 
ism, between proper enjoyment and renunciation. In 
no other religious book is there sucha beautiful 
synthesis or the middle path avoiding all extremes to 


be found. 
6. In the Vedas there is synthesis between reli- 
gion and science. f 
J W. D. Brown — a distinguished English Scholar 
has rightly pointed out in his well known book Supe- 
\ riority of the Vedic Religion” saying— 
; “The Vedic Religion recognises only One God. 


It is a throughly scientific religion where religion and 
science meet hand in hand. Here theology is based 
upon Science and Philosophy.” 


Lui Jacalliot—a renowued French Scholar has 
gone further and stated most unambiguous!y— 


ae “Astonishing fact — The Hindu Revelation 
{ ( Veda ) is of all Revelations the only one whose ideas 
| arc in perfect harmony with modern Science; as it 


proclaims the slow and gradual formation of the 
world.” 
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—The Bible in India by Lui Jacalliot Vol. 11 
Chap. |, p. 186. 


To The conception of God given in the Vedas is 
most rational, scientific and philosophical. The Vedas 
teach the worship of one God only who is onmipre- 
sent, omniscient and omnipotent Creator of the world. 
He is just and Merciful Dispenser of Justice. He is 
the efficient cause (and not material cause ) of the 
Universe. He js absolutely Formless. He is Never in 
need of taking incarnation being Almighty. Such 
pure Monotheism is not to be found in any other 
religious book. 


As shown before. many Western impartial scho- 
lars like Brown ( W. D. ) Earnest ‘Wood, Count: Bi- 
ornsterna Parasi scholars like Dadachanji B. A.. LL. B. 
D. Th. Muslims like Slr Yamin Khan have admitted 
that the Vedas teach Pure monotheism. 


8. The eighth distinguishing feature of the teaeh- 
ings af the Vedas is that they maintain synthesis be- 
tween aegag Abhyudaya -- Worldly prosperity and 
fa :3aq-Salvation or emancipation. _ 


The Vedas’ definition of Dharma Pointed out 


by the saga Kanada-the author of the Vaisheshika 
Shastra is— 


aaisegaafa: saa fats: a T:n 


i.c. Dharma is that Which. leads to worldly 
Prosperity and also to the emancipation. So inthe 
Vedas and Vedas alone there is synthesis between ma- 
terial advancement brought about by .the scientific 
knowledge and spirituality. 
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The Vedas are the sources of material as well as 
spiritual sciences. Such a claim can not be made for 
any other religious book. For instance, 10 the Bible 


we are told by Jesus Christ— 


“Jt is easier for a came! to enter the cye of 2 
needle than for a rich man to enter into the kingdom 


of God.” (Matt. 17. 23) 


theory of illusion, Buddhism, and 
religions. 


l] . . . e 
| rational, scientific and non-sectarian. 


The samo is the case with monism with its 
many other 


9. The ninth distinguishing feature of the te- 
achings of the Vedas in that they are universal being 


When it is said in any religious book that “No 


other name has been given on earth except the name of 
7 Christ by which you must be saved ( The Bible—Acts 
of the Apostles ) or that ‘You are condemned already 


as you have not believed in the name of the only be- 
gotten son of God.” Jesus Christ (John) or faith in 
the prophet Mohammed as the last prophet is abso- 
lutely necessary for the attainment of salvation of 


heaven, it becomes a sect aud its teachings can not be 


regarded as universal. 


It is on account of the above sublime, universal, 
i rational, and scientific teachings of the Vedas that all 
| sages and seers of India Including Manu, Yajnavalkya, 
| Gautama, Kapila, Veda Vyasa and others have unani- 


5 mously sung the glory of the Vedas. 


q 
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QUESTION—11 


What are the tests of Revelation ? How can you 
say that the Vedas alone are Revealed Scriptures ? Why 
should we not believe the Zend Avesta, the Bible, the 
Quoran etc. to be equally revealed ?. 


ANSWER 
The tests of Revelation are : 


l. It must be revealed in the beginning of human 
creation. God is the Father of all beings. He is impart- 
jal to all His children. He reveals knowledge for the 
common good of all. 


If God does not reveal the Eternal Truths, the 
un-aided intellect of a man can not grasp them. It is 
clear, therefore, that God revealed the eternal truths in 
the beginning of human creation. Prof. Maxmuller 
though a staunch Christian realised the force of this 
argument and wrote these remarkable words in his 
famous book ‘Science of Religon.’ 


‘If there is a God who has created heaven and 
earth, it will be unjust on His part if He deprived 
millions of souls born before Moses of His Divine 
Knowledge.’ 


“Reason and comparative study of religions 
declare that God gives Divine Knowledge to man- 


kind fron his first appearance on earth.” 


—Prof. Maxmuller in the ‘Science of Religion.’ 
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That the Vedas were revealed in the beginning 
of human creation isthe unanimous view of all the 
sages and secrs of India. The Rishis were not the 
composers of the Mantras, but the persons who made 
out their secrets and preached them to others. The 
Vedas being eternal, there can -not be any historical 
references in them. 


In the first place, no inspiration is required to 
write a history. In the second place, taking for 
granted that an inspiration is required to write a 
history we can not conceive that God inspired them 
in such a strange manner that they gave contradictory 
accounts of the same events in many places. 


Thomas Paine has rightly remarked in his most 
remarkable and distinguished book named ‘The Age of 
Reason’ that : 


‘Revelation is a communication of some thing 
which the person to Whom the thing is revealed did 
not know before, for if I have done a thing or seen 
it done, it needs no Revelation to tell me, l have 
done or a seen it done nor enable me to tell it or write 
it. Revelation, therefore, can not be applied to 
anything done upon earth, of which man is himself 
actor or Witness and consequently all the historical 
part of the Bible which is almost the whole of it, is 
not within the meaning and compass of the word 
Revelation and therefore is not the Word of God.’ 


—The Age of Reason by Thomas Paine 
p. 11. 
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The same argument holds good with regard to 
Zend Avesta, the Holy quoran and other scriptures of 
various sects where the life and teachings of their 
founders are given. 


2 The second chief test of Revelation is that it 
should not be opposed to science and reason In the 
Bible we find many irrational dogmas like Trinity, 
Virgin Birth of Jesus Christ, Resurrection and Redem- 
ption by Grace, turning water into wine, feeding four 
thousand people with four loaves etc. which are oppos- 
ed to reason and laws of nature and that is why many 
great scientists like Galileo, Bruno and others and 
eminent philosophers like Hipatia were persecuted by 
the Christian Church foi preaching scientific 
principles like the revolution ofthe earth round the 
sun and plurality of worlds etc. : 


3s The Third chief test of Revelation is that there 
should be no contradictions in it. Now as far as the 
Bible is concerned, even most distignuished reverend 
gentlemen like Rev. Sunderland have admitted that - 
‘Both Testaments contain numerous contradic- 
tions. They furnish evidence so incontrovertible on 


the question before us that we shall cite a considera- 
ble number.’ 


‘Attention is called to the contradiction between 
2 Sam XXIVI and I Chronicle XXI. T. 


In one of these passages, we are told that it was 


the Lord and in the other that it was Satan who prompt- 
ed David tn do a certain thing, to number or take a 
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census of Israel. Of course, both statements can not 

be true unless the Lord and the Satan are the same 
being. 

—Origin and Character of the Bible by Kev. 

Sunder land p. 252-253. 


The same is the case with many dogmas and 
beliefs of our Mohammedan friends who believe impli- 
citly in the Holy quoran which according to them says : 


‘Verily God has cursed the unbelievers and 
prepared for them a blazing fire. 


To dwell there in forever, no protection will 
they find.’ 


—Holy Quran translated by Yusuf Ali. 
Vol. III, P. 1121. 


Can such dogmas lead to universal love and 
ia world peace ? 


To believe that all scriptures are equally Reveal- 
ed when they differ on fundamental matters like the 
conception of God, non-violence and meat-eating, re- 
birth, immortallty of soul etc. and when there are so 
many contradictions in them, is to do violence to reason 
in order to please all. 


We should not hate any one but should be 
seckers after truth.and shonld accept truth and reject 
untruth. “The Path of Truth is not the path of cheap 

- popularity.” Of course, there are good teachings in 
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various religions which should be accepted unhesita- 
tingly. 


The same reverend gentleman has stated regard- 
ing the Gospels of the new Testament : 


‘So very marked and significant are contradic- 
tions between the first three Gospels and the fourth, 
that if the former are to be taken as giving in main a 
true picture, the latter can neither be historical nor 
the production of an eye witness.’ 


—Origin and Character of the Bible. 


While the Vedas are eternal, the Zend Avesta 
of the Parasi is about 8000 years old, the old Testa- 
ment of the Bible about 6000 years, the new Testament 
less than 2000 and the Quoran about 1350 years old. 
They can not rherefore be regarded as Revealed Scrip- 
tures, through they contain some good teachings which 
should be accepted by all lovers of truth, while the rest 
which are not rational and true should be rejected. 


QUESTION— 12 


How can you call the Vedas as universal scrip- 
tures when according to the orthodox scholars, all 
persons born in Shudra families and women are not 
entitled to study them? Js that view correct and 
upheld by the Vedas ? 


ANSWER 


The view held by some othodox Pandits that all 
persons born in Shudra families and women are not 
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entitled to study the Vedas is entirely wrong and 
against the teachings of the Vedas which declare : 


qami ara meanmna A HAF: | 
agaaa YarT AAT ART T FATT | 
To 34- 


God says addressing all men : 


‘As l have giyen this most auspicious Vedic 
Wisdom for the good of all people whether Brahmanas, 
Kshatriyas, Waishyas, Shudras and women, so you 
should also teach and preach them to all. 


TATA AW ela JIAN || Wo go. YR. ¥ 


Let all people belonging to the class of the 
Brahmanas, Kshatriyas, Vaishyas, Shudras and 
those who are out ofthe pale of these classes being 
sinners, listen lovingly to my message conveyed through 
the Vedas and perform Yajnas etc. 


Addressing women, the Yajurveda 14. 2. says : 


afaa ware Tua aa Has ahaa 
Paad araa car 11 

l Tjo 28-2 

Drink the nectar of the Vedas for attaining true 


prosperity. Let noble teachers and preachers teach 
you the Vedas to such an extent that all highly learned 
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persons may praise you for your scholarship or profi- 
ciency of the Vedic knowledge. 


In the Atharva Veda 14. |, 64 addressing newly 
wed women it is said : 


IRM gaai TAGS arad weadt JA JAT: | 
aaa agi sqa faren aar afas faa 1 
FAG 2x- 
Let the whole atmosphere of your homes be full 


of the Vedic knowledge. Let there be the Vedic study 
at the beginning, middle and end of your days’ work. 


Study of the Vedas be established at your homes, 
being healthy, happy, and giver of joy to all. 

From the historical point of view also it is well- 
known that as the Rishis were seers of the secret of the 
Vedic Mantras, there were many Rishikas (female seers) 
Who gave out the secret of the Vedas to the people. A 
long list of their names is given in Brihad-devata and 
other books saying : 


Tar as faaara, aafaa | 
TAMIA, aeaa: 1 
Salsa A, agafa sR: 11 
TE AAT R. s¥ 
Godha, Ghosha, Vishvavara, Apala, Upanishat, 


Nishat, Juhoo, Aditi, Indrani, Shachietc. were Brahma 
Vadinis i. e. Knowers of God and the Vedas. 
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Therefore, the crthodox view regarding the 
matter is absolutely wrong. It is a matter of joy that 
even among the Sanatanist Pandits Panditraj Swami 
Bhagvadacharyaji (translator of the Yajurveda and 
Sama Veda). Swami Maheshananda Giri (Author of 
four Upanishat Shatakas of the four Vedas in Sanskrit 
and Hindi). Swami Vijnana Bhikshu ji (formerly 
known as Pandit Choodamani ji Shastri Principal 
Sanatan Dharma College Multan), Pt. Ganga Prasadji 
Shastri (President of the Sanatan Dharma Mandala of 
Delhi) and many others have openly declared in their 
books that all men and women are entitled to study 
the Vedas. 


QUESTION—13 


Have the Vedas any thing to do with the mate- 
rial and social sciences ? Is there mention of steamers. 
aircrafts and electricity etc. in the Vedas ? if so, please 
give a few clear references. 


ANSWER 


As stated before, the Vedas are the source not 
only of the spiritual science, but also of the mate- 


rial sciences as they are also necessary for worldly 
prosperity. 


In Rigveda 1.46, 7 and 8 : 
a at tat watt are gree Teas | 
ATAPI LAA I 
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ata at feaeqy att fari za: | 
feet Bast gaa: N 

ALO 2-8 &-W9G 


It is stated that sailors and boatmen should 
maintain boats and steamers for the people to cross 
waters and charioteers are required to keep conveyances 
for travelling on land. 


Artisans are enjoined to provide air-planes for 
travelling by air and to maintain boats and ships for 
crossing rivers and oceans 


In Rigveda 1. 23. 2 we read A 0 fy 29 $ 
SUT ar fefe giang EIR | 
ga MaA Tray 1 
] FEO 8-23-32 

For the attainment of comfort, fire and air carry 


the air plane into the sky or atmosphere. 


‘In Rigveda 1. 120. 10 we are told ; 


ohana waa qifa: | 
ae YX TIFA 1 
Substance : 


Scientific persons should manufacture such 
vehicles as would run with ease and comfort, with such 
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machinery as would take them fast with the help 
of electricity. 


Scientific people, who are masters of fire, water 
and electricity should manufacture such machinery as 
would raise the water up for various purposes and vehi- 
cles capable of running without horses. 


The king and the subjects desire to become 
strong and powerful by possessing scientific arts, power- 
creating machinery and vehicles that will run without 
horses. 

Some people are under the wrong impression 
that it is only Swami Dayananda Saraswati that found 
sciences in the Vedas and it was his own wild imagina- 
tion. But the fact is that many non-Aryasamajist but 
impartial scholars have come to the same conclusion 
and have expressed their views clearly regarding various 
Sciences in the Vedas. 


For instance, Shri Narayan Rao Bhawani Rao 
(N. B.) Pavagi & renowned Maharashtrian scholar has 


stated in his introduction to the ‘Vedic Fathers of 
Geology. 


‘I may take this Opportunity to remind the reader, 
without fear of contradiction that the Vedas contain 
manythings not yet known to any body, as they form a 
mine of inexhaustible literary wealth that has only been 
partially opened ard has stil] remained inexplored.’ 


_—'The Vedic Fathers of Glology’ Introduction 
by N. B. Pavagi PVI. 
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Shri Pamjam Narayan Gowda M.A. B. Sc. in 
his famous book ‘Introduction to the Message of the 
20th century, has proved that the Vedas are treatise on 
the exact sciences. He has stated that : 


‘The Rigveda deals with the theories and experi- 
ments while the process of preparing the reagents and 
apparatus is recorded in the Yajurveda which is in 
effect a laboratory guide.’ 


Dr. V. G. Rele L. M. F.S.F.€ Pp. S! in his 
distinguished book ‘Vedic gods as Figures of biology’ 
has proved the Vedas to be the origin of Biology. 


His Holiness Jagad Guru Shankaracharya of 
Jagannath Puri-Shri Abhinava Tirtha has written a 
scholarly book on the Vedic mathematics. Those who 
would like to study the subject in detail should study 
these and other books like “Material Sciences in the 
Vedas’ by Shri Panna Lal Parihar, the Sciences in the 


Vedas by Shri Hans Raj and Sciences in the Vedas by 
Acharya Vaidya Nath Shastri and others. 


QUESTION—14 


What are the principal items of the Vedic Philo- 
sophy ? What is the nature of God, soul and matter 
and what is their relationship with one another ? 


ANSWER 
According: othe Vedic Philosophy, there are 
three eternal entities ga (God) aar (Soul) and safe 
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(Matter). The relation between God and soul is that 
of the prevader and the pervaded, the King and his 
subjects, the preceptor and his pupils, the master and 
his servants, the father and his children. While God 
is Omnipresent, Omniscient and Omnipotent, the souls 
(many in number) are limited in power and knowledge, 
even while they żre endowed with con-sciousness and 
immortality. The matter which is inanimate is the 
material cause of the world and is directed by Omnis- 
cient God.. The souls are free to act, but God as 
Dispenser of justice awards or punishes them in accord- 
ance with their good or bad actions. God is merciful 
but just at the same time. We have to reap the fruit 
ofthe good and bad actions as God is Dispenser of 
justice. The Vedas teach the law of Karma and 
re-birth. Emancipation is the summum bonum of life. 
It consists inthe attainment of perfect bliss, frecdom 
from all ignorance, grief and sorrow. The combi- 
nation of the knowledge, good actions and devotion 
leads to liberation. 


QUESTION—15 


Some Western scholars say that the Vedas do 
not Jay stress: on sinlessness? Js that true if net. 


pleass substantiate your statement with necessary refe- 
rences ? 


ANSWER 


It is not at all true that the Vedas do not lay 
Stress on sinlessness. In all the four Vedas thousands 
of Man.ras consist of prayess and teachings regarding 


CC-0. Gurukul Kangri Collection, Haridwar 


IE '’=Z 


Digitized by Arya Samaj Foundation Chennai and eGangotri 


ioi 


sinlessness. In Rigveda the whole of 1.97 ends with— 
aqa: waang ( Rig. 1. 97. 1-g ) may our sin burn away. 


In Yajurveda 3. 45; 4. 4. 4. 23 and other 
Mantras the prayer is for getting rid ofall sins and 
attaining perfect purity. 


aapa qafa IITIN | 


TJO 3-vY 
faq qfanf TNT ae a grg u 
; AGO VY 
qf gafan aar ap gaye wt 1 
FTO ¥-3s | 


In Samveda 329 and 397. 
maa giaa À wea: N 
JNO Jeo 
erat Faria u 
AMO IRA 


And in many other Mantras, the Prayer addressed 
to the enlightened Persons is to make us sinless. God 
is addressed as sqa or killer of sins. In Atharva 


Veda 8. 26. 2 we are asked to say— 
oY: eH a serf ay tat afen aay | 
MIO R. RE 2 
i. e. O sin, we cast thee away though thou dos: 


not leave us easily. In 3. 13 of the Atharva Veda the 
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Mantras is a a4 MAAT i. C. 
may } get rid of all sin. In Atharva 16, 6. | there is the 
strong determination on the part of devotees of God 
to be absolutely sinless without delay literally just this 


refrain of the hymn of 12 


day. 


Aa ATA SAT AAT TAAAT l 
agio °&. &. 8 


Let us conquer today aad enjoy happiness, Let 
us become free from sin, even today. 


So the view held by some Western scholars and 
their followers that the Vedas do not lay strees on sin- 
lessness is quite Wrong. 


QUESTION—- 16 


Many Western scholars hold the view that the 
Atharva Veda is full of black -migic and charms; is it 
true ? 


ANSWER 


It is not at all true that the Atharva Veda is full 
of black magicand charms, The meaning of the word 
ATHARVA is non-violent and steadfast Yogi afawa- 
Reat arfaa: and a-fgatatg So this Veda deals with 
the science of Yoga and there are many hymns dealing 
with that subject. Itis also called wate as there are 
many hymns in it like : tagaa-amagqaa etc, dealing with 
the knowledge about God. It is also ‘the origin of 
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Ayurveda or Science of life. In the Charak Sanhita 
which is the most eminent book on Ayurveda, it it 
sta'ed explicitly. 


~ 


ad waa: fafat se (ae dfaa) | 
qaem 30-70 


i. e. Atharva Veda deals with the treatment of 
diseases. 


In Sushruta Sanhita also which is the other well- 
known authorily on Ayurveda, it is stated : 


aA Aaa ATA AgaimAAaaaey || 
aH Ufgar Fa ENT go 


i.e. Ayurveda is the offshoot or branch of 
Atharva Veda. 


In the Atharva Veda we find the mention of 
Prishna Parni, Apamarga, Anjana, Arundhati, Laksha, 
Shankha, Kushtha, Pata, Pippali, Kesha drinhini and 
many other drugs which cure many diseases. What are 
called charms’and substances of black magic are also 
herbs, drugs or medicines and therefore again and 
again words like : atsfa:, atvem:, Ag, aqefa:, etc. have 
been used with genfa: arxoait, edufr, aleraxafir: etc. in 
passages like. 


aa afua faa NTE: | 
To ?o-3-3 
dat at amaa aat aaefa: M 


Ho }o-}-G 
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aia oa arate: U Ho Shas: 


So it is entirely wrong to take them as black 
magic and charm. They are drugs or herbs which 
drive away many diseases. 


Those who would like to know more in all 
these matters must study minutely our book—aai ar wart 
æq published by Dayananda Sansthana-1795. Har- 
dhyan Singh Road, Karol Bagh New Delhi. English 
version of which is ready awaiting publication, as soon 
as arragements can be made for it with the help of 
generous lovers of the Vedas. 


QUESTION—17 


Are meat-eating and drinking wine sanctioned 
by the Vedas? What is the real meaning of soma if 


not wine or liquor as maintained by many western 
scholars ? 


ANSWER 


Meat-eating and drinking wine are not san- 
ctioned by the Vedas, but on the other hand they are 


strongly condemned and prohibited. In Rigveda 10. 
87. 16 it is told— 


a: Teer san areas a aaa IJa ages: | 
Tea avis aca Asi aif aaa gra al 
WAS LO. sv. 2% 
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which means— 


One who partakes of human flesh, flesh of a horse 
or of any other animal and deprives others of the milk 
slaughtering cows, O King, if such a fiend does not 
desist by other means, then even cut off his head by 
your power. This is the ultimate punishment which 
can be inflicted upon him, 


Even taking eggs is forbidden— 
q ata viaaafea aada a efa: | 
wai anfas aanrafan arrarafe 1 
HATO s. |. 22 


It means that those who eat uncooked flesh, who 
eat meat cooked by men, who eat eggs that are em- 
bryos, do away with this evil addiction of theirs. 


When the Vedas enjoin upon us to look upon all 
beings on earth as our friends as pointed out before— 


faena aaar aaia yara ater 1 
TJO 3&-2s 
How cen they allow us to take meat of animals? 
So for as beef-eating is concerned, the Vedas use the 
word AGHNYA for the cows several times which 


means those that are never to be killed at any cost and 
prescribe capital punishment for those wicked persons 


who do so saying— 


mama MATAT | —Yo o-fs 
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i. e. the killer of the cow may be slain as the 
last resort ifhe does not desist from committing that 
heinous crime even when instructed lovingly. There 
should be a law prohibiting the slaughter of cows, 
bulls and other animals. 


It has been enacted, to our great joy. 

Regarding drinking wine, it should be borne in 
mind that in the Vedas, drinking is considered to be a 
great sin as it leads to many evils. 


In the well-known Mantra of the Rigveda. 
TIAMAT: HATTA ATA ae ASAT | 


Where seven great sins have been referred to 
gamaq or drinking wine is one of them along with 
theft, adultery and falsehood. 


In another Mantra of the Rigveda, enumerating 
seven causes leading to sins, ga or drinking wine has 
been mentioned as the second following anger gambling 
and ignorance etc. 


qo al Fat aA: aT gu ig soar i 


FEO V SR. ¥ 


The late Shri Madan Mohan Seth M. A.. LL. B. 
Retired Session Judge tightly remarked while quoting 
this that drinking is condemned as leading and seducing 


men from the path of virtue |; 
lik Pe 
meat-eating. ike that of dicing and 
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Pointingiout the pernicious cffect of drinking 
wine the Rigveda says— 


gadaa gears steal + gaT | 
FAA TAT TTT || 
Fro 5. 2X. 2Q 
i. e. after drinking wine, drunkards fight among 
themselves. As their physical strength weakens on 
account of drinking, they soon become prematurely old. 
They lie naked on the roads at night. It is stated in 
the Atharva Veda in 6. 7. |— 
Taras ser ET gareat af Faz | 
aar Catgacaa: feaat frees ma: 1 
AITO &-0-2 
Flesh eating, drinking, gambling and adultery all 
destroy and mar the mental faculties of a man. 


It should be remembered that there is world of 
difference between am (Soma) and gw ( Wine). 
While as Soma is promoter of the divine virtues and 
destroyer of sins— 


X daaag I 


WO &. X¥. V, WHO ERU 


ya (wine) is promoter of sins as stated in the 
Rigveda. 


OU ATT Tata l 


RO V. sO. $ 
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In the Brahmanas which give the exposition of 
the Vedas it is clearly stated about ga or wine— 


FAT MAT TA: ART N 
TIO 4. &. X. LO 


i. e. drinking wine is a great sin, leading to 
falsehood and darkness or ignorance. 


It is stated further in the Shatapath Brahmana 
5. 5. 4. 5— 


aafaa fe get deat wafa n 


i. e. a man becomes mad and behaves madly after 
drinking wine. 


aena Tet Tear EAT: 11 


TAO §X-9-3-o 


It means that a man becomes cruel-hearted after 
drinking wine. 


So it is very wrong to think that the Vedas 
Sanction meat-eating and drinking. Soma in the Spi- 
ritual sense is used for devotion commingled with 
knowledge in the mantras of the Sama Veda. Even in 
the Rigveda, itis used in the same sense besides a 
nourishing and invigorating beverage which is quite 
different from and unlike wine which has been strongly 
condemned in all Shastras. 


RECCO Gurukul Kangri Collection, Haridwar 
O 


Digitized by Arya Samaj Foundation Chennai and eGangotri 
[ 4 ]. 


We, therefore never resort to the slaughter of 
human or other beings and we never tempt any one to 
go against his duties Such being the case, it is clear 
that animal sacrifices are not sanctioned by the Vedas 
and they are opposed to their very spirit. 


The question then arises who introduced these 
animal sacrifices and why ? The answer to the impor- 
tant question is given in the Mahabharata by such a 
renowed scholar as Bhishma Pitamaha ( 170. year old ) 
in reply to Yudhisthiras query regarding the subject, 
he has there stated— 


gua me: qaaa, maa PIATT | 
qt: Afaa aaz, Aa ag fad i 
Mahabharata Shanti Parva, Ch. 363-97. 


i. e. Taking wine, fish and flesh of animals, in- 
toxicant drinks of various kinds etc. is not sanctioned 
by the Vedas at all. Itis further stated— 


qda, aap: arataay | 
gaara fana, acararafaaraay | 
aqi acatgadea, aA afa i 


i. e. Ir is greedy atheistic people hankering 
after wealth that have introduced the slaughter of ani- 
mals in the Kainas which sometimes looks ne 


= a ees 
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ON aa te n 


Gee be ta yea 
cay elewel pt —= 
TUM Eat ys : 


On | Page i he 13-—ihetead of defoneous read erroneous. 
ae On P Page li ‘Tiné*3—read-terenrstead of aaz ) 


amma 
Aaa] FE Ran anu onum 


z Tim | 


Printed by : S.C Vaishnava 
Manager i Gurukula Kangri Printing Press. | 
Hardwar. 
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A NOTE ON THE AUTHOR 


Acharya Dharma Deva Vidya Martanda (Now 
known as Dharma Nanda Sarasvati after his Sanyas on 
28-2-1976) is an eminent Vedic Scholar, linguist ` 
(knowing about 20 languages including English, French 
and German) and author of more than 40 books in 
Hindi, Sanskrit and English. Born at Dunyapur Distt. 
Multan (now in Pakistan) on 12th Feb. 1901, he 
graduated with honours from the famous Gurukula 
Kangri University, Hardwar in 1921 standing first in 
all subjects and winning two gold medals. On his 
scholarly thesis on Vedic Science of Ethics and Indian 
Sociology, he got the Vidya Vachaspati. degree. He 
was awarded the highest doctorate degree of the Vidy. 
Martand in 1954. 7 aaie 

He was Acharya of the Gurukula at Multan 
and Kangeri near Bangalore. He worked in S. Indiaas 
a Vedic Missionary from 1921 to 1941. From 1942 to 
1953, he was Asstt. Secretary ofthe International. 
Aryan League, Delhi and Secretary of the International. 
Aryan Religious League. of which he was unanimou- 
sly elected President in 1961. He was Editor of the 
“‘Sarvadeshik” for 11 years. He was Professor of Veda 


and Chief Editor of an English, Sanskrit, Hindi -— 


Dictionary and the Gurukula Patrika in Sanskrit from : 
1954 to 1963. He is President of the Central Hindi 
Protection Committee. © - - ; ; 
Besides completing the English commentary on 
Sama Veda all copies af which are now een he ' 
ted the commentary in English o. the Rig- 
Suen f09 I 6 pages, of which the first volume of 1016 . 
pages has seen the light of the dey and the second is 
i inted in the Gurukula Press. : 
oe oe regen unanimously elected the President 


of the faasa qaz or World Vedic Council. 
(Acharya) Virendra Shastri M.A. 
Secretary Vishva Veda Parishad 
C- 817 Maha nagar Lucknow. 


CC-0. Gurukul Kangri Collection, Haridwar 


10. 


. One’s dealings with all should be regul 


Digitized by Arya Samaj Foundation Chennai and eGangotri 


Ten Principles of the Arya Samaj 


God is the cause of all Knowlege and of at 


is known through Knowledge. d 
God is Absolute’ Existence, Omniscient and Bliss..,- -r 
He is Formless, Just, Merciful, Unborn, TIRS h 


- Unchangeable, Beginningless, Unequalled, the 


Support of all, the Lord of all, All-Pervading, All- 
Controlling, Immortal, Fearless, Eternal, Holy and 
the Maker of the Universe. To Him alone worship 
is due. a 

The Vedas are the Scriptures of true Krowledge. It 
is the paramount duty of all Aryas to read them, 
teach them, recite them and hear them being read. 
One should always be ready to accept Truth and 
to give up Untruth. 

One should do everything according to the dictates 
of Dharma ( righteousness ) i.e. with due regard to 
Right and Wrong. 

The primary object of this society is to do good to 
the whole world i.e. to achieve its physical, spirit- 
ual and social progress. 5 

1 lated by Lov 
the "dictates o 


and Justice in accordance wit 
Dharma (righteousness). ee: 
One should promote Vidya (Kno ed 
Avidya (ignorance). 
One should not be contented with ‘one’s “ow! 


welfare, but should lcok for one’s own welfare in— 
the welfare of all. 


One should regard oneself under restriction in foll- 
Owing rules of social welfare, while in following 
rules of individual welfare, all should be free. 


Dae dispe 
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